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ABSTRACT, * The similar shape and 
arrangement of the ctenii, the presence of a 
prcdorsal bone, and the lack of a postero- 
ventral preopercular spine in Pristigenys and 
Pseudopriacanthus justify the two genera to be 
synonymized with Pristigenys as senior syno¬ 
nym. 

RfeSUM^, - La forme et 1'arrangemeni 
similaires des etc mi, la presence dun os 
predorsal el Tabsence d‘Spine pr£operculaire 
postero-ventrale chez Pristigenys ex 
Pse adopt ia^canihus justifient que ccs deux 
genres soient mis en synonymic sous le nom 
de Pristigenys. 
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The generic name Pristigenys was created 
by Agassiz (1835) for a fossil priacanthid 
species of the Lower Lutetian (Eocene) of 
Monte Bolca (Italy), Pristigenys macro - 
phthalmus, previously described as Chaetodon 
striatus by Volta (1796) and Chaetodon 
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substrtatus by dc Blainville (1818), and 
actually known as Pristigenys substriata (de 
Blainville, 1818). Later, Sleeker (1869) used 
the generic name Pse udopnneanihus for a 
group of two living priacanthid species, with 
Pseudopriacanthus niphonius (Cuvier and 
Valenciennes, 1829) as the type-species by 
subsequent designation of Morrison (1890). 

In his paper on some Eocene percoid 
fishes from Gcbel Tourah (Egypt) and Monte 
Bolca, While (1936) noted that Pristigenys 
and Psevdopriacamhus were identical, with 
Pristigenys as the senior synonym. 
Subsequently, My era (1958) reiterated White's 



Fig. 1 : Pristigenys substriata (de Blainville, 
1818). Holoiypc, Mus. Nat. Hist Nat, Paris, 
N q 10,722. Fragments of scales from the 
caudal (A) and dorsal (B) regions. 



Fig. 2 : Pristigenys substriata (dc Blainville, 
1818). Holotype, Mus. NaL Hist Nat. Paris, 
N D 10.722. Right preoperculum. 
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(1936) point of view. On the contrary, Fitch 
and Lavenberg (1975) staled that Prisligenys 
was a senior synonym of Cookeoius rather 
than of PseudopriacarUhus, on the basis of the 
veiy long pelvic fins shared by those two 
genera. Fritzschc (1978) thought that 
Prisligenys was by no means a synonym of 
any of the modem priacanthid genera. 
However, a few years later, Fritzscbe and 
Johnson (1981) pointed out that a predorsal 
bone occured only in Prisligenys and 
Pseudopriacanthus among all priacanthid 
genera, and they were unable to find any 
character supporting their generic separation. 
Thus they also concluded that Prisligenys was 
the senior synonym of Pseudopriacanthus, 

Finally, Fitch and Crookc (1984) con si- 
dered Prisligenys and Pseudopnacanthus as two 
different genera. They emphasized the peculiar 
shape of the ctenii in Pseudopriacamhus and 
their arrangement in one row at the posterior 
border of the scales (Ibid., p. 305, fig, 3b). 
They noted that the Ctenii in Prisligenys 
appeared to resemble those of Priacamhus 
(several rows of small ctenii) (Ibid., p. 305, 
fig. 3b) and of Heieropriacanthus (a few 
degerenate ctenii in one row) (Ibid., p. 305, 
fig. 3c). In fact, they did not sec any scale of 
Prisligenys subslnaia, and they based their 
statement on an information provided by 
Patterson on the specimens in the British 
Museum (Natural History) (ibid,, p. 312). But 
White (1936, p. 53) wrote about that material 
that "the squamation is not well preserved in 
any specimen, the scales being shown from 
the inner side". 

I have recently begun to study the 
skeleton of two fossil species of Pristigenys 
from the marine Middle Eocene of Belgium. 
Thai led me to examine the bolotype (N D 
10,722) of Privtigenys substrata in the Insu¬ 
lin de Paleontoiogie of the Museum National 
dHistoire Nature lie of Paris (France). That 
specimen dearly shows well-developed ctenii 
ranged in a single row, a pattern very Like 
that of the belgian Eocene Prisligenys and of 
Pseudopriacanthus (Fig, 1). Moreover, 
Prisligenys subsir uj la and the belgian Eocene 
Prisligenys, like Pseudopriacamhus, possess a 
preopcrculum lacking the strong posters 
ventral spine (Fig. 2) characterizing the other 
priacanthid genera. 

In light of my osicological observations, 
I agree with White (1936), Myers (1958), and 
FriLzsche and Johnson (1981) in considering 
Pristigenys the senior synonym of Pseudo- 
priacamhus. 
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